
   

  

 
   The Power of Working Together 

by Jeff Jensen 

 

It is hard to believe that one quarter of school has already been completed.  As a 

parent and individual that has moved to the community, I couldn’t be more excited 

to be a part of this community and school.  Staff, students, and the community 

have been extremely supportive, and support is critical to the success of the     

district and those students that are involved.  No business, organization, program, 

or school district can truly be successful without the encouragement, support, and 

partnerships of all of those involved.   

 

Hopefully, anyone that has been involved with our school district this year has   

noticed the positive environment that exists.  Positive environments create        

excitement and enthusiasm that becomes contagious.  Positive environments do 

not happen without the constant attention of teachers, staff, administrators, and    

students.  I would like to applaud our staff of teachers, support staff, and adminis-

trators for their dedicated efforts towards our students.  In addition, it must be 

noted that strong student leadership is positively impacting each and every build-

ing.  Pride is evident throughout the district. 

 

At the conclusion of September, seventy-six percent of parents and guardians   

attended parent-teacher conferences with ninety-two percent of elementary and 

middle school parents attending.  Parent-teacher conferences demonstrated the 

strong support that exists and staff members have also been making contacts 

home to ensure that the school is working with the home to motivate, support, 

and encourage students.  Home is critical to the success of students and their 

learning.  Our district also recognizes that without the support of the community, 

our district will stand idle without meeting the needs of the very reason of why we 

are here.   

 

As I reflect on the first quarter of school, I cannot help but recognize the potential 

for this district.  Great people, to include staff and students, occupy great           

facilities within a great community.  To begin to fulfill our potential, we must all 

recognize where this district can go if we all work together with a constant focus 

on students and their success.   It is a great time to be a part of the Bison Nation 

and it will be exciting to see what the future will bring.  Go Bison!!! 

http://www.centralcityschoolsne.org 
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Happenings in the High School 

 

During the fall season, Homecoming is an event 

we especially recognize our Alumni and ignite 

our school spirit to another level.   The attend-

ance at our Homecoming football game was 

spectacular and appreciate the fans coming out 

to the ball game.  Homecoming is a week long 

event in which the students and staff take      

special pride in promoting our school and our 

spirit.   This year’s homecoming theme was 

“Back to the Future”.   The week kicked off with 

students decorating display cases and their 

classmates lockers, they created school spirit 

banners and each class came up with a creative 

skit.  The students and staff had the opportunity 

to dress up throughout the week in different out-

fits to match the “theme for the day”. Of course, 

Homecoming school activities were a competi-

tion and each grade level attempted to be the 

most creative, most spirited, and the most enter-

taining.  The activities were judged by a panel of 

staff members; this year’s Homecoming spirit 

champions went to the junior class.   During the 

week we also had a school wide pep rally that 

involved various groups that participated in the 

rally, such as the senior “girl-boy” dance, the 

band played various pep music, the head coach-

es of the fall sports gave a speech about their 

respective season, and the classes showed off 

their talent by performing skits.  The week was 

full of various events and activities that conclud-

ed with the Homecoming dance Friday evening 

after the football game.   The spirit week is 

planned and organized by the Student Council 

and Cheerleaders.    After being at Central City 

for 12 years, I have noticed a positive change in 

our kids truly wanting to win and trying to be 

more competitive.  With high expectations, a  

desire to compete at a higher level and having 

fun, we are on our way to being Bison Strong!  I 

want to also give a shout out to the business 

community and Booster Club for their continued 

support for our kids and staff.  Thank you! 

 

Principally Speaking, 

 

Shawn McDiffett, H.S. Principal 

MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Integrity- the quality of being honest and 
having strong moral principles. This is the 
value we are focusing on this month. We 
teach our children that everyone makes  
mistakes and deserves some grace. We    
often say-do the right thing regardless of 
who knows or what is in it for us. We explain 
what it means to be humble and honest. We 
talk about letting go of anger by forgiving 
those who have wronged us. We ask our 
students to show   respect and love regard-
less of whether someone else has given 
them the same care. We also help them look 
for the positive angles and learning opportu-
nities in all situations. I believe we as the 
parents, teachers, and community members 
in our kids’ lives should take some time to 
evaluate our level of integrity. Do we take 
the time to listen to others or do we point  
fingers? Are we examples of respect toward 
officials and opponents? Are we modeling a 
positive digital footprint on social media? Do 
we look at situations through the other    
person’s eyes or only our own? Is what we 
say to our kids the same as what we do? My 
hope is that we as a school, and you as the 
adults in their lives, are examples of kind-
ness, self-control, patience, peacefulness, 
joy, and gentleness. Integrity-the quality of 
being honest and having strong moral    
principles. Our kids are watching and   
learning.  
                             
Holee Hanke 
Middle School Principal 

 

 

 

 
Students, their parents, and employees of the Central City Public School District No. 4 are 
hereby notified that this school district does not discriminate on the basis of sex, national 
origin, handicap, or race and is required by Title IX, Section 504 and Title VI not to 
discriminate on the basis of sex or handicap in admission or access to, or treatment or 
employment in its programs and activities.  Any person having inquiries concerning 
Central City Public School District No. 4’s compliance with Title IX and Section 504and 
Title VI is directed to contact: Central City Middle  School Principal, Phone: (308) 946-
3056, who has been designated by Central City Public School District No. 4 to coordinate 
the school district’s efforts to comply with Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Reference 
– Board of Education Policy 103 R3. 
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ELEMENTARY NEWS 

Fall is here and with it brings the cooler temperatures.  This is a friendly reminder to 

be sure to dress your child in layers.  Central City Elementary School students will be 

outside for recess when the wind chill is above 20 degrees.  This means children will 

need warm coats, hats, gloves and appropriate shoes each day.  It might be a good 

idea to send an extra hat and gloves to even keep in your child’s locker.  It’s always 

better to be prepared when we can. 

 

Thank you to all of the grandparents and parents who were able to attend our Grandparents’ Day        

celebration this month.  We had over 400 people in attendance and it was a wonderful way to honor our 

grandparents as well as connect with our community. 

 

With the cooler temperatures, we begin to see illness.  We’ve already seen some of this at the elemen-

tary school.  Please remember that your child needs to be fever-free for 24 hours before coming back to 

school.  This time of year we see a lot of illness and missed days of school.  Because kids miss school 

for illness it is important to plan routine dentist and doctor appointments around school hours if at all 

possible.    

 

At this time I’d also like to ask parents for help in making our school day go as smooth as possible.  

Please make sure after school routines are communicated with your child and the school as early as 

possible.  Whenever it is at all possible, please contact the school prior to 2:00 pm if you are changing 

after school plans for your child.  

 

Thank you to parents for being partners with us in your child’s education.  Please don’t hesitate to call 

me at school if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child. 

 

 

Neely Moser 

Elementary Principal 

FIRE SAFETY IN KINDERGARTEN CLASS 

 

The Kindergarten classes enjoyed a visit from the Central City Volunteer Firefighters on Thursday, 
October 8th.  The students learned about the equipment that the firefighters use to stay safe in a 
fire.  It's     important for the young children to see what a firefighter looks and sounds like in the 
event of a real fire so they know not 
to be scared of the firefighter. This 
year, Mr. Wells really focused on Fire 
Prevention, the children were asked 
by the firefighters to go home and 
talk with their families about smoke 
detectors in their house, as well as, 
an escape route they might have. 
Also during Fire Prevention Week 
the children learned about play-
ground, stranger, and traffic safety. 
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 Pictured are the students from Central City High School who were chosen by  

 our faculty to represent our school at Leading Locally:  Kaylee Eberle,  

 Colton Drage, Amy Gathje, and Emiline McGinnis.  These students will be led  

 in a series of monthly training events by Anita Kucera and Chuck Griffith of  

 the Merrick Foundation.  Through Leading Locally they will join other  

 students from area schools and will learn more about the Merrick County  

 area.  They will also develop leadership skills through their involvement in  

 these activities. 
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Distance Learning Opportunity for Third Graders 
 

On Friday, October 2nd third graders had the opportunity to participate with the Fort Worth Zoo in Texas 

for a  distance learning activity. The program was called, How Physical and Behavioral Adaptations Affect 

an Animal’s Choice of Home. Students talked about what kind of homes animals create in order to adapt 

to their environment. We discussed with the presenter how different species around the globe meet their 

needs for shelter using their unique physical and behavioral adaptations. Third graders also explored how 

adaptations and functions enable organisms to survive in their environment. This interactive program   

included a live animal presentation with a parrot named Minga! 
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Middle School Students Challenge Themselves with Teamwork 
Where can you experience a combination of both personal and group challenges, all while spending time with your 

Homeroom HERD and possibly getting a little dirty in the process?  Timberlake Adventure day of course!  Central City 

Middle School students attended their annual Adventure Day at Timberlake Ranch Camp on a sunny day in Septem-

ber.  Throughout the day students are presented with challenges that both build character and unity amongst stu-

dents.  Some events are purely personal challenges:  try climbing the Power Pole, rock wall, or zip line; while others 

must be completed as a group.  This year brought back a popular addition:  launching 8th graders off the blob into the 

lake.  Check out the Central City Public Schools Facebook page to see the video of Principal Hanke being launched 

higher than any student!  The staff and students appreciate the help of the parents who came to facilitate the relays at 

lunchtime as well as our planning team.  If you are interested in viewing more pictures, please contact Mrs. Detlefsen 

at adetlefsen@centralcityps.org. 

CCMS  

Timberlake  

Adventure Day 
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National Honor Society Induction of New Members 
On October 6th seventeen additional juniors and seniors 
were recognized for their academic success in high 
school when they were inducted into the Central City 
High School Chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS). 
These     outstanding students became part of a tradition 
that has existed since 1925. Mrs. Lori Supernaw provided 
music for the occasion.  High School Principal Mr. Shawn 
McDiffett provided the  welcome.  Mrs. Debra Anderson, 
NHS   Advisor and School Counselor, carried out  the   
ceremony’s opening by going over the qualifications for 
NHS of scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  
NHS officers then gave informative speeches concerning 
the purpose of NHS and specific character traits which 
are to be reflected by the members. New members were 
recognized with flowers. The ceremony was followed by a 
reception of cookies and punch.  
 
A special thank you goes out to Countryside Flowers, Mrs. 
Lori Supernaw, Mr. Shawn McDiffett, Mr. Dale Soll, Mrs. 
Sandi Abbott, Mrs. Sherree Stahn, Mrs. Jennifer Lani, and 
especially to the relatives of the  current members who 
served the reception: Mrs. Jenny Beck, Mrs. Tammy    
Erickson, Mrs. Lisa Lenz, and Mrs. Jane Qualset.   
 
Congratulations go out to the new members… Brady 
Bamesberger, Kaley Brandenburg, Mitchell Carlson,     
Colton Drage, Kaylee Eberle, Kathryn Gathje, Bailey 
Hamer, Abbie Hillmer, Cole McReynolds, Madeline 
Moser, Blaine  Nelson, Ethan Nelson, Jaden Powers,  
MacKenzie Rinkol, Haylie Tyler, Will Wagner, and  Sydney 
Williams. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

American Red Cross  
  

Central City High School students recently     
promoted and assisted with the American Red 
Cross Blood Drive.  CCHS National Honor      
Society members took posters around town and 
called past blood donors.  CCHS NHS also 
helped at the registration table.  CCHS NHS 
members,  Future Farmers of America members, 
and FFA Alumni helped with unloading and load-
ing of Red Cross Supplies.  The American Red 
Cross exceeded the goal of 60 units on  October 
16th!  Many faculty, staff, and students also    
donated blood.  Thank you for again showing 
support for this worthy cause!  
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